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How reliable was the chronicle of John Malalas? New findings from the deciphering of a palimpsest (Codex Cryptoferratensis gr. 54, folium 65b).

Abstract:
The chronicle of John Malalas (6th century) has a poor reputation because it contains many idiosyncrasies and errors. In part, however, this does not seem to be the fault of the chronicler, but a consequence of the transmission process. The standard text of the chronicle is based on a single manuscript, which apparently offers an abridged version. The long version survives in the so-called Fragmenta Tusculana, which were discovered in a palimpsest by Angelo Mai in the mid-19th century.
Scholars are divided over the exact value of the Tusculan fragments because the fragments not only contain more detailed information, but also errors. A much-discussed example is the dating of Narses’ second departure for Italy. The abbreviated version of the Chronicle (Malalas XVIII 110) implicitly dates the event to the thirteenth indiction (549/50), while the editio princeps of the fragments does so explicitly. This dating, however, is suspicious, since it disrupts Malalas’ internal chronology and because other authors such as Procopius and Theophanes place Narses’ departure in the fourteenth indiction (550/51) or in the year 551, which fits the historical record better.
This talk will examine Malalas' indiction date by re-inspecting the palimpsest. It will become clear that the fragment does not read ‘thirteenth’ but ‘fourteenth’. The original version of the chronicle therefore had a date that fit into the internal chronology and was historically accurate. This discovery challenges longstanding doubts about the accuracy of Malalas and the Fragmenta Tusculana; it provides important insights into the practices of the epitomator and Angelo Mai; and it clarifies the chronicle’s relationship to dependent texts (especially Theophanes).

Link Zoom:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89297220905?pwd=oIUjldm7qXaqMTyeAMBSKBa07FsPbT.1
ID RIUNIONE: 892 9722 0905
CODICE D'ACCESSO: 071509

